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Editorial

Tuesday 21st November 2000

Well, this is it then. My last CHRONICLE in charge. No more
Mr. Big Cheese; no longer the head honcho; au revoir et finis.

Actually, and for the sake of complete accuracy, our editor-in-
waiting Phil Spooner has pretty much produced this month’s
paper, helping to ease me into early retirement! Thanks Phil.

The past 2+ years and 24 issues have flown by in a bit of a blur
but casting my mind back I can remember a number of events

that have made THE CHRONICLE headlines.

Back in September 1998 we first reported the plans for im-
provements to the Church Room / Village Hall. Progress has
certainly been made since, with the first funds raised and agree-
ments made, but there is a very, very long way to go. This is
one project that will, without doubt, benefit the entire village so
hopefully in another two years time Phil will be able to report
that the building is nearing completion, or even open! And
maybe we will have settled on a name.

On a much sadder note, the A418 has made the headlines all to
frequently for all the wrong reasons, and will continue to bring
tragedy to our area until BCC acts to slow the traffic and im-
prove conditions. Perhaps their new found enthusiasm for by-
passes (another CHRONICLE headline grabber) will lead to
some extra cash for safety improvements. I will be keeping a
very close eye on road plans and hope to report developments
as they happen.

The air-lanes overhead have got much busier (and not because

Important!

For our new contact details please see below. You can
email THE CHRONICLE at

editor@aston-abbotts-chronicle.co.uk

of the Helipad); some petty vandalism came and went; a bonfire
crisis was averted; and Nash’s Farm part II was approved and
built in super-quick time. Further building development in the
area is another area that [ hope to take a keener interest in.

But the village has seen some major triumphs as well. 1998 saw
a record fete with close to £2,500 raised, nearly equaled in 1999
and then beaten this year, with the millennium fete raising close
1o £2,600. However, at the moment the committee needs new
volunteers to ensure the fete’s continued success, so please help
out if you possibly can.

Then there was the fantastic achievement of AA2000 who
produced the book of the history of the village and the exhibi-
tion in the Church. This was closely followed by the millen-
nium celebrations, with villagers coming together to welcome
the new millennia. On balance, there has been much to cele-
brate and I’m sure that THE CHRONICLE will continue to
report on the good news as well as the not so good.

But no matter what happens, I am confident that [ will retain
one record for all time. 1 will be the only person to have edited
THE CHRONICLE in two millennia!

Anyway, for the first time in over two years I can look forward
to reading this issue without knowing what’s in it! So enough
of my ranting - enjoy THE CHRONICLE!

sudi Swacn

In your Cracking Christmas
Chronicle ~

¢+ Bowled Over

+ A Dog Lovers Plea

+ Doddershall

¢ The Merry Mowers

¢ Bllenisny Ul pio4 Apuy

+ Rain, Rain and More Rain
+ Vic Scott Interview part 2

and much, much more......

PRODUCTION TEAM CONTACTS

Editorial / General Phil Spooner, The Birches,
Wingrave Road - 01296 681544

Distribution Andy Bystra, 31 The Green
01296 681690

Advertising Ivan Greenaway, 1 Nash’s Farm
01296 682605
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

For Editorial and General Enquiries please phone
Phil Spooner on :

01296 681544

Please deliver contributions to The Birches in
Wingrave Road — it’s on the right just before the
Royal Oak on the way out of the village.

Copy date for December issue is Tuesday January 2™ 2001 -

please pass items to Phil Spooner at The Birches in Win-

grave Road or to a member of the Production Team as early as possible. Printed at Waddesdon School and distributed
free of charge to all Households in Aston Abbotts, our local Doctor's Surgeries and to Wing Police House.
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Elaine Harris tells The Chronicle
that the recent street collection
for Marie Curie raised £34.
Elaine sends her thanks to
everybody for their contributions.

Sheila and Roy Smith are holding
a coffee morning on December
7" — see page 4

at Cublington Church on

every happiness for their
future together.
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... to Elizabeth Osborn and v
Ian Wynn who were married 55/

October 21st. We wish them ' \\' ( \\
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WELCOME

Welcome to Adrian, Vanessa, Sam and Charlie
who will be moving into Barry and Mellie's
house (1 Longmore Cottage) during December.
They are no strangers to Aston Abbotts since they
lived at 22 The Green for a short while whilst
their house in Aylesbury was being decorated.
Also, Adrian (who advertises on page 13 of The
Chronicle) has decorated several houses in the
village. We wish them a long and happy life in
Aston Abbotts.

about your news, birthdays,
or forthcoming events, or

contact the Chronicle - see
\ page 1

FAREWELL

By the time this issue hits your doormat Jack
Rennie will have left the village to join his wife
Irene and start their new life together in the USA.
We wish them ‘bon voyage’ and a long and happy
life the other side of 'the pond.’

FAREWELL

Barry & Mellie and family who are leaving the
village on the 8th December to move into their
new farm in Wales. They will be missed by all
their friends and family but it is a sure bet that we
will see them again from time to time when they
return for family get-togethers (no doubt with
many tales of 'the good life").

Len and Doris, Grace, Harry and their family
would like to say “thank you” for the many
sympathy cards and generous donations re-

ceived for our brother Reg’s sudden death. A
cheque for £358.00 has been sent to The British
Heart Foundation. Once again, thank you all.
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Merry Christmas to all Ewe Customers

Choose from a wide range of items for your ideal Christmas Presents to suit all the family.
Lambskin Coats, Flying Jackets, Rugs, Footwear, Hats and Gloves etc.

Call Talbot Sheepskin Products on (01296) 681218
Burston Hill Farm, Weedon Rd Aston Abbotts, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4NQ

CHILTERN HILLS VINTAGE
VEHICLE RALLY 2001

- SUNDAY, 20th MAY -
AT WESTON ROAD, ASTON CLINTON

TRADE STANDS - AUTOJUMBLE
REFRESHMENTS - LICENCED BAR
FAIR - CLAY SHOOT

500 ENTRIES IN 2000

ALL CLASSES OF VINTAGE VEHICLES WELCOME

WOODLANDS FARM, ASTON CLINTON
01296 631666

The above Rally Event is run by the Game Club Charity,
which makes donations to individuals and worthy causes
within the Aylesbury area where assistance is not covered
by any National Charity. If you know of any one who's in
need of assistance, for whatever reason, send in details to
The Chairman, the Game Club, c¢/o The Partridge Arms,
Green End Street, Aston Clinton, Bucks.

Raising funds for the Aylesbury Hospice at
Florence Nig}ltingale House

On
Thursday 7th December 2000

At
7 Bricstock, Aston Abbotts

From 10am to 12.30pm

Please come and l)ring your friends

Bring & Buy—Tombola
Hospice Christmas Cards—Gifts—Cakes

Sue Cato the fundraising' manager will attend. Any
gifts for the stalls will be greatly
appreciated—Tel: 01296 688198
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MERRY MOWER’S GATHERING
A

On Thursday 2™ November the
‘Churchyard Mowers’ gathered at The
Royal Qak to celebrate another successful
year of maintaining our churchyard grass
in a manner to which Aston Abbotts has
become accustomed!

The evening provided an very pleasant T
opportunity to share a ‘beer or two’ and thank those involved
in cutting the grass, trimming around the grave stones,
especially RGC for keeping our old mower going and
providing (through funds made available from our Parish
Council) a shiny new ‘sit-on’ mower.

Since this new equipment should make cutting the grass
considerably easier next year, all the existing ‘mowers’
willingly signed on for another year! However, it is hoped
that a few public spirited souls reading this might like to
come and swell our little band. If you are interested in helping
in this way to keep Aston Abbotts the pleasant place it is,
please contact Gordon Kemp on 681763.

Finally, many thanks to all at the Royal Qak for
hosting our little soiree and providing a very
pleasant buffet .

DO YOU FANCY A COFFEE?

On Thursday 7" December Sheila and Roy Smith are holding
a coffee morning at 7 Bricstock, to raise funds for the
Aylesbury Hospice. Sheila and Roy moved to the village from
Linslade in the Summer. They told The Chronicle:

“We have been fund-raising for the Hospice for the past
two years, after losing our daughter-in-law to cancer, aged 29.
Thanks to the generous support of friends in Leighton
Linslade, the total raised is now over £500.

“As we haven’t got to know many of the villagers in Aston
Abbotts yet, we would like to extend a warm welcome to
anyone who can come along or to any other supporters who
would be willing to assist in any way, or donate items for
sale. We also have a selection of cards including Christmas
Cards printed on behalf of the Hospice, should anyone be
interested.

“Hopefully with enough support we will be able to hire the
Village Hall next year! Any unsold items will be taken by Sue
Cato (Fund-raising Manager for the Hospice) to be sold in
their charity shops.”

Thank you and we hope see you there - Sheila and Roy
Smith

THE JANUARY CHRONICLE

As school holidays will affect the printing of the Chronicle’s

J anuary issue it will appear some time during the week begin-
ning January 8" 2001.

IN THE VILLAGE 1

630 MEMBERS BOWLED OVER!!

Like most events, members and guests met at the Bull for a
glass or two of lemonade prior to boarding the Motts coach
for Xscape, that huge ‘blot’ on the Milton Keynes landscape
which houses such a wonderful selection of entertainment and
sporting activities.

Since very few of our members are anywhere near fit or
skilled enough to be able to use the 300 or so metres of real
snow ski slope, it had been decided to opt for a much safer ten
pin bowling ‘contest’. Nigel Palmer organised everyone into
six teams of mixed ability and it was purely coincidence that
the two most recent editors of the Chronicle were in the same
team as his. Modesty also prevents making too much out of
the fact that his team were the clear winners over two games
or that ‘vast fortunes’ were made in ‘side bets’.

Francesca (who seems to have considerable influence at
the site) kindly arranged the bowling and for a light meal to
be served halfway through the game - thanks Francesca. The
entire evening was great fun and apart from a few ‘sore los-
ers’, the general consensus was that a similar trip should be
arranged for next year.

The facilities at Xscape are extensive and very well pre-
sented. As well as the ski slope and bowling it includes a
swimming pool, gymnasium, saunas, extensive pool/snooker
hall and rock climbing. There are also several restaurants,
bars sports equipment outlets and amusements; something for
everyone, If you are interested just pop in and
have a look around; 1 think you'll be impressed. ﬁ %

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

It rather looked as though the rain would ruin Remembrance
parades held in this area this year but as luck would have it,
the legion parade held at Long Marston assembled at 10.45 on
Sunday the 12" in bright sunshine. A colourful sight with the
autumn colours contrasting with the standards and uniforms.
Admittedly it was jolly cold but this didn’t seem to bother the
Legion members, Scouts, Guides and Brownies as they stood
to order for the few minutes of silence and the laying of
wreaths; Tim Loder laying the wreath on behalf of the Le-
gion.

The order to Quick March down to the church was well
intended but it made you realise that not only are the survi-
vors of the war getting to be few in number but anything
quick was rather out of the question. Nonetheless, it was a
proud column which arrived at the church for what ,
was to be a very good service. It was nice to see 4 Q
such arelatively big church so full that several of
us had to stand.
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LAWNMOWERS
GARDEN MACHINERY - QUADS
service - SALES - repalrs

USED MACHINES AVAILABLE

(EENTEGEY —rEENES PoLARS

RGC ENGINEERS, MURSLEY
 Tel:(01296) 720066 or (01296) 681007
. LOCAL COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

(X8 ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED RZZZR

WINGRAVE GARAGE

Terry Bracey Wright & Michael Mitchell
Telephone 681543

YOUR NEW LOCAL MOT CENTRE

By Appointment 8.30am to 6.30pm Monday to Friday.
(Saturday mornings by arrangement)

PLUS all the usual services;-
Petrol Sales
Servicing and Repairs
Free Courtesy Car
We are happy to give you an estimate even for the smallest job!
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IN THE VILLAGE 2

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

ALEXANDER M. ALLCOCK-ROUSE
24 Beamish Way, Winslow, Bucks MK]8 3EU

The Editor, "The Chronicle"

8 November 2000
Dear Sir

I am a very regular visitor to your parish (or, more specifi-
cally, The Old Masters!) and have enjoyed reading your most
entertaining publication over the last few years.

In the latest issue, | noticed the Caption Competition and
could not resist writing in with the following:

e It's Ben Johnson - he always does better on grass

e You get a lot less bovver with a hover
And in the 8.45 at Aston Abbotts it's Dave riding 'Flying

He'll be doing the trees next

This way to the alternative helipad
* Have you got a license for that??
» That Luton Airport is taking the p-ss

Hope these will be helpful to you. Keep up the good work!
Yours faithfully

Alex Allcock-Rouse
PS What's the prize for winning????

Errr... prize??? Oh dear! We did have a bottle of something
put by, but unfortunately the outgoing editor drank it. Never
mind, it was only cheap aftershave. Can we offer you oodles
of kudos for appearing within our pages? You are el ganador,
le gagnant, der Sieger, il vincitore, o vencedor! In short, you
are the winner. Also, you were the only entrant.

Seriously, thanks for the letter and we're glad you enjoy THE
CHRONICLE —Phil (new Ed)

RETIREMENT

A surprise party was held at the ‘Bull’ on Sat 18" Nov. to
mark John Brancker’s transition from being ‘boxed in’ by
meaningful employment to well earned (some would say) re-
tirement. Friends and family gathered at the pub to celebrate
the occasion in the only way Aston Abbotts knows how: with
tremendous enthusiasm.

Of course, the cabaret ‘team’ were there (John included) to
sing the night away — well some of it as Lol Provided a great
selection of ‘nostalgic’ 60-80°s music which kept most people
dancing till late. A very nice buffet was supplied by Frank &
Louise and all in all another great night.

A WARM WELCOME?

St. James’ Church likes to give people a warm welcome when
they come to worship. But, unfortunately our overhead heat-
ers are very rapidly approaching the end of their useful life -
one of them has already broken. They can no longer be re-
paired, and we are faced with purchasing replacements.

We have had an estimate to replace the heaters with more
modern and efficient ones. But, we cannot afford the esti-
mated £2,500 cost - certainly not in the next financial year.
Each heater costs about £300 to buy and install, and we
should really like to have them installed before the weather
gets really cold.

The question is — can anyone help us with the finance? Are
there perhaps twenty people in Aston Abbotts who would be
prepared to make an interest-free loan of £100 for a couple of
years or so? Would someone like to sponsor one of our new
heaters? You may not be able to do either of these things —
but please could you help us in any way that you can?

Please contact either Bob Willmott (681623) or Shirley
Ford (681865) for further information.

If you can help, by however little, please contact Bob or
Shirley.

APLEATO DOG LOVERS

In their September interview Liz and Patrick Clarke told of
their love of dogs. Now Liz offers a yuletide plea for help.

As you know, I often help out at Chilterns Dog Rescue at
weekends, where we normally keep around 25 dogs who are
waiting to be found loving new homes. Christmas can be a
desperate time in the dog world - already we are being inun-
dated by requests to take in dogs that are no longer wanted.
CDRS also tries to help with the plight of dogs from Wales,
where there are no local rescue centres & the dogs have a
mere 10 days at the Council Pound to be reclaimed/rehomed
before being put to sleep. Already we have a backlog of
Welsh dogs waiting for places in rescue centres as kennel
spaces are full, with few people wanting to rehome a dog in
the busy pre-Christmas period.

In previous years we have managed to save more dogs by
placing some in foster homes over the Christmas period and I
was wondering if you could print this appeal in the Chronicle
to see if anyone in the village might be interested in fostering
a dog over Christmas - or indeed helping in this way at any
other time. We don't know yet what the demand will be but
knowing there were people to call on in an emergency could
save dogs lives.

If anyone is interested in fostering, please contact me on
01296 681064 or Chilterns Dog Rescue on 01442 867009 to
discuss the possibility.

We would also welcome dog walkers at the kennels any
day between 10.30 & 2pm. Donations of blankets, leads, dog
food etc also gratefully received - and of course we always
need funds! Many thanks.

Liz Clarke
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Photooraphs

by Paul Ridgley

A photogr aph captures a moment in time and can communicate directly with our imagination
and emotions to bring back a myriad of memories.

When photogr aphing pebple my objective is to help them feel relaxed and look ‘real’ - and
preferably in familiar surroundings which say something about their personality.

But whatever the subject the photograph should be imaginative, crisp and, of course, special.

SPECIAL OCCASIONS AT HOME BLACK & WHITE
GROUPS STUDIO COLOUR
INDIVIDUALS SPECIAL MOUNTED
STUDIES LOCATION FRAMED

Call Paul on 01296 682058 to discuss your photographic requirements.

| & K |

Gourmet Cooking

Do you enjoy entertaining at home and eating Gourmet food? But would
rather not have the hassles of menu planning, shopping, preparation, cooking
and washing up!

Well... why not spend more time with your guests and less time in the kitchen
and let a talented and innovative chef look after you and your friends in your
own home?

I can take care of everything from choosing the right menu to clearing up and
will even wait on you at the table, leaving you free to enjoy an a la carte meal

with your friends.

Please ring Tim for further details on

(07971) 936767
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My trip to the Sidney Olympics really began in September
1999 as I began to wonder how I could arrange to get there.
Luckily my aunt in Scotland found a full page advert in one
of the Sunday papers describing a tour company called Sports
World and based at Abingdon. This set the wheels in motion
and through them my flight, accommodation and events
tickets were soon arranged. The time from September 99 to
Sept. 2000 seemed to slip by and it was time to go.

On the evening of Monday the 18" Sept. | boarded a
Cathay Pacific flight to Hong Kong, leaving Heathrow at
10.50 pm. and arriving in Hong Kong at 5.40 on the Tuesday
evening. I changed planes, taking off at 7.30 and arriving in
Sidney at 7 am Wednesday morning where I was met by a
Sports World representative and transferred to my accommo-
dation just outside Sidney. This turned out to be a superior
Motor Inn. After unpacking and looking around, I had lunch
and fell asleep for 5 hours; had an evening meal and turned in
again.

Thursday 21* Sept. | was due to goon a
sight seeing tour of the Blue mountains. 1 got
to the pick-up point but the coach did not
arrive so | made my way back to the motel
and just lazed around the pool.

Friday 22" Athletics started today. I was
up at 7 o’clock showered, breakfasted and out
of the motel at 8 o’clock. Caught the train
into central Sidney and another out to the
stadium arriving at 9.00. Olympic Park
consisted of Home Bush Stadium and Swim-
ming Pool. The athletics started at 10 until
2.00 pm. Then the stadium emptied. The
second session started around 5.00 pm.
However the times varied each day. There
was always entertainment on hand in the
park, music, dancing and lots of food. The weather was hot,
above 25 degrees. I arrived back at the motel at 11.00

Saturday 23", Usual routine; up at 7.00 arriving at the
stadium by 9.00. The weather was cooler now and I saw the
men and women’s 100 metre races and watched Steve Back-
ley win a silver medal. [ usually sat with the English fans
though in a different seat each day. Back at the motel at
midnight.

Sunday 24™ Back at Homebush Stadium, lots of exciting
athletics to watch including the women’s marathon and a gold
won by G.B. Denise Lewis in pouring rain. English fans
ecstatic. We all sang and cheered. Got back to the motel at
11.30

Monday 25™. Cold and cloudy today but back to the sta-
dium for some great athletics with G.B. doing well. 112
thousand people saw Jonathan Edwards win a gold medal and
Catherine Merry and Kelly Holmes a bronze each. Much to
celebrate so didn’t get back to the Motel until 1.30 am.

Tuesday 26™. No athletics today as it is a rest day. I de-
cided to have a bit of a ‘lay in’ and then caught the train into
central Sidney where I wandered down to Darling Harbour. A
cruise seemed a good idea so I boarded a tourist boat for a trip

ANDY FORD AT THE 2000 OLYMPICS

(including lunch) around Sidney Harbour. We left around
12.30 for the 2 hour cruise and the lunch turned out to be a
beautiful buffet meal with plenty to drink. The weather was
rather cloudy but this didn’t spoil the trip. Once back at the
harbour, I went for a look around the inside and outside of the
Sidney Opera house, returning to the motel for an evening
meal and an early night.

Wednesday 27%. Raining as I left the motel but by 10
o’clock the sun was shining and it just got hotter and hotter.
Once again there were some very exciting events taking place
in the stadium including the men and women’s 200 metres.

Thursday 28™. Repeat of yesterday with a wet start and the
sun coming out by 11.00. During another feast of athletics,
Darren Campbell won a silver in the 200 metres final causing
terrific excitement amongst us English fans; once again, back
late to the motel.

Friday 29™. Wake up to a very warm
morning and get to the stadium by 9.00. By
now, at 31 degrees it’s really hot but 1 settle
down to enjoy the mixture of track and field
events which include women’s javelin, relay
heats and the men and women’s 100 metres.
Unfortunately the G.B. men made a real mess
of their heat and the women failed to qualify.
We still didn’t qualify in the men and
women’s 4x400 either.

Saturday 30™. Went sightseeing this
morning and then to the stadium for the
evening session where | witnessed Paula
Ratcliffe run a brilliant 10,000 metres only to
finish 4™, It was a very hot day but I also saw
Kelly Holmes run in the 1500 metres,

: women’s javelin, high jump and sprint relays.

Sunday 1% Oct. The athletics have finished but there is still
alot going on. Decided to watch Show Jumping, Women’s
Pentathlon Canoe and Kayak on TV during the day. However,
late afternoon I caught the train back to Sidney to go to the
party being held at the Watersedge Restaurant and given by
Sports World for it’s guests. This turned out to be right at the
base of Sidney Bridge. There was plenty of food and drink
and a giant TV Screen so everyone could watch the closing
ceremony. The party started at 7.30 and at 10.30 we saw the
most fantastic fireworks display which took place right above
our heads. Millions of people were out and about around the
harbour that night. I finally got back to the motel at 2.00.

Monday 2", Slept in and after breakfast packed up to
catch the 4.00 o’clock flight, changing in Hong Kong before
arriving in Heathrow at 6.30 on Wednesday.

My memories of Sidney Harbour, the Opera House, and
Homebush Stadium will stay with me for ever. I found the

people open and friendly and I am so pleased that | went to
the best Olympics ever.

Andy Ford
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Spanish, English and
Continental Cuisine

N :
Spanish, a la carte and Vegetarian menu

Weddings. All Special Occassions

Andalucia ~ the perfect setting for your holiday
Duplex to sleep 6

3 Bedrooms, Bathroom, Kitchen, Lounge, Patio
Swimming Pool and Gardens

Situated in the fishing port of Caleta on the Costa del Sol.
40 Minutes drive from Malaga airport.
A quiet location close to all amenities.

Available to rent throughout the year

Call lain or Sue on 01296 688 779

1
t

DO YOU NEED HELP
WITH YOUR GARDEN ?

Pruning and strimming
Hedge Cutting
Weeding etc...
Experienced in all garden
maintenance - No job too small !
REMOVAL OF WASP NESTS
NOW UNDERTAKEN !

Reasonable rates -
CALL Alan Kempsteron 01296 681 310
07979 880 359

or on his mobile on

To Weedon 8 A413,

LUNCH BY
APPOINTMENT
8 Church Dinner:
Th
. o Mastoms' Monday - Saturday
Cblngioh 7.00pm - 9.00pm

Tel: (01296) 681209

Chrysanthemums

Freshly cut bunches for sale

'Oxleys Farm'
Aylesbury Road
Wing
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DODDERSHALL

Chronicle history writer Colin Higgs tells us the history of an
ancient Bucks house.

Doddershall was originally one of the three old manors in the
parish of Quainton. It is thought there was a house on the site
at least 1000 years ago, and in mediaeval times it was said to
have belonged to a family which gave it their name — Dodders
Hall.

In 1503 it passed by purchase to Thomas Pigott, a sergeant
of law, and continued in that line of family until 1735 when
the estate descended to a Shropshire branch. The house has
remained in the same family since the days of Sergeant
Pigott.

Doddershall is tucked away and up to 100 years ago there
were no roads to it. It is full of character with much of histori-
cal and architectural interest.

The building stands on three sides of a quadrangle, of
which the oldest side is said to date from the era of Richard
ML

Drinking water was drawn from a spring in the cellar of
the south wing, which was built in the 17" century. Prior to
that the well stood in the open. The politician John Wilkes of
Aylesbury presented a bell for the roof and part of the ancient
moat remains on two sides.

It is stated Sergeant Pigott’s widow put in hand some al-
terations to the house, involving her in legal action concern-
ing timbers she used. It was contended they should have been
put at the disposal of a naval shipbuilder, but she was able to
prove she had acquired them in good faith as free lumber.

Doddershall has many trapdoors, secret passages and hid-
den rooms. Also old spits and wooden hooks for hanging
hams, an ancient oven, salt and spice cupboards and an elm-
sided table.

The banister rails are thought to have been the communion
rails from the long vanished Hogshall church and panelling in
the chapel room was made up of old doors from the former
boxed pews at Quainton church.

A fine house in rural Bucks.

Colin Higgs

RAIN RAIN RAIN

The recent rains have not
hit Aston Abbotts quite as
badly as some parts of the
country as we are lucky
enough to live on top of a
hill, thanks to our ances-
tors who moved the village
up from Burston. OK, the
road has been covered just
short of the Wingrave
Crossroads, however this
is but a minor inconven-
ience to those walking
back from the bus stop. = :

At least one AA resident is considering whether to make a
claim for a flood damaged car, though it beats me where it
must have been parked. Dog walking has been a bit hazard-
ous as well on certain paths. The impact on me personally
has been the cancellation of Saturday morning golf on at least
three occasions. When we have managed to play there has
been the additional hazard of lost balls in water-filled bun-
kers. That will teach me not to hit the ball in the right direc-
tion.

Elsewhere in the country, people have not been so lucky.
One of my company’s hotels situated at Box Hill in Surrey
was able to boast an indoor swimming pool for the first time
in 300 years. Unfortunately it was in the reception area.
Britain’s rainiest town is further north at Fort William but it
can only manage rain on 240 days per year on average. Com-
pare this to the most rainy place on earth, Mount Waialeale on
the Pacific island of Kauai which manages an average of 335
days of rain per year.

While Yorkshire and the Midlands saw around eight
inches of rain in October, the soggy city of Hilo in Hawaii
(average annual rainfall 134 inches) managed 27.24 inches in
24 hours on 1* November. One inch of rain is the equivalent
of 14.5 million gallons of water per square mile, so this
downpour represented 395 million gallons per square mile or
40,000 gallons for each inhabitant of the city. Even this was
nowhere near the one-day world record. Chilaos on the In-
dian Island of Reunion was deluged by 73.6 inches (188cm
for those who cannot remember what inches are) on March
15, 1952. Now that’s what I call rain!

Nigel Palmer

LIVE MUSIC AT THE ‘BULL’

I'have to say I rather miss those Friday ‘jazz nights’ at the
‘Bull’ but since they were generally poorly attended by vil-
lage folk, it was probably inevitable that they were discontin-
ued a few weeks ago.

However, just as the echo of the last jazz riff became a dis-
tant memory, a group called ‘Scared of Heights’ showed up at
the ‘Bull’ on the 11" Nov. to entertain with a great selection
of mostly popular rock numbers; just the sort of
music which the regulars enjoy. ‘Same again’
please landiord!!
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J.D.ROOFING &

“Painting and Decorating
GENERAL BUILDING

Snterior and Exterior
including specialist finishes
graining, marbling, murals efc.

Gighest quality work,
All types of Building
work undertaken lomest rafes
For free estimate References availeble.
call 01525 270878
or 0958 584655

L g Waring 01296 688185

THINKING ABOUT
HOLIDAYS NEXT YEAR?

We have a holiday home for rent in
LYME REGIS, DORSET
for weekends or weekly lets all year round.
Sleeps 4-7. Close to town and beaches,
beautiful views overlooking
Lyme Bay and Golden Cap.

Ring Helen and Simon Dowling for further details

01525 383315
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ASTON ABBOTTS PARISH COUNCIL

Aston Abbotts Parish Council met at the Church Room at 8.00pm on Wednesday
1* November. John Sansome, the chairman, took the meeting. No representa-
tives from the District or County Councils were present, but Police Constable
Buckle gave a brief report, indicating that we are a relatively crime free area.

A Periodic Electoral Review is currently taking place in Aylesbury Vale, and
the Council reaffirmed their previous decision to increase the number of Parish
Councillors representing Aston Abbotts from five to seven at the next election in
2003.

A proposal to install new street lights in Moat Lane and Lines Hill, thus
paving the way for a 30mph speed limit to be introduced was discussed, but it
was decided not to proceed with this very expensive option. The Parish Clerk
was asked to arrange for the branches of trees which are obscuring street lights to
be lopped before the Spring.

Recreation Ground

Vandalism has now spread to the trees surrounding the Rec, and in particular the
memorial tree has been badly damaged. The issue of safety in the children's play
area was discussed. It was agreed to donate a sum of money towards the cost of
the village firework display.

Church Room Extension

Cllr. Manning reported that there is already £5,884 in the Church Room Fund; a
splendid amount to have raised in so short a time.

The accounts were approved and planning decisions ratified. Cllr., Margaret
Kent agreed to organise the planting of the free spring bulbs we have been given
by AVDC, and the meeting closed at 9.34pm.

FETE! PLEASE HELP!

We still need a co-ordinator for next year's
fete. Although the fete seems a long way
away there are a few advance things it is
useful to be doing in December or January.
The fete is the village's major social event
of the year, and the funds that it raises are
vital to the village.

Please consider making this the year that
you make a significant contribution. You
will find that you get masses of support
from an experienced committee and from
lots of other people in the village - this
really is a rewarding thing to do. If you
would like to know more about what's
involved ring me on 681373.

Gordon Smith

WHAT IS THE CHRISTIAN FAITH?

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT BAPTISM? CONFIRMATION?

JANUARY/FEBRUARY : SEVEN EVENINGS OF DISCOVERY

1. Is the village church relevant? How? We will be using part of a video showing a discussion with

church people and non-churchgoers.

2. Who is Jesus? Jesus is the central figure in the Christian faith, without him there is no such faith. Us-

ing some of the Alpha material we will find out some of the answers.

3. Church histery; some of the reasons why the church has developed in a particular way. To understand

the past is to begin to understand the present.

The Lord's Prayer. What-about prayer? Does it work?

The Creed. Every Sunday Christians all over the world say the Creed. What is it and why say it?

Who is the Holy Spirit? Can God become real in our lives? Will that change anything? Some
people who have a personal experience of these questions may join us if the group agrees.

7. The Eucharist or the Holy Communion. What does it mean and do I want to be part of it?

Phone Bob or Siv; 681623/681374—or speak to Shirley Ford

Page 12 THE CHRONICLE




| Painting & Decorating
i . All Interior & Exterior.
. Redecoration's,

a . Paper Hanging,
p—

. Free Estimates
. No VAT Charged.

Adrian Bystra
‘ Home: 01296 337137
| (;"—' ~ Mobile: 0850 255985

Country Style Hair Design

is a 4 Star member of the
Good Salon Guide.
We pride ourselves on
offering highly qualified
hair designers and a
professional approach.

As a Lamaur and Kerastase
approved salon, we can
offer free consultation
for styling and
hair design.

Let the best
do their best.

KERASTASE LAMAUR

P AR S

01296 688117

BIGNELL & BRANDON

Carpentry, Glazing,
General Building and
Maintenance

Aylesbury 681242  Aylesbury 681972

Mobiles 07979 804516 or 0468 126612

ASTON ABBOTTS
CHURCH ROOM

Available for
Wedding Receptions
Birthday Parties
Folk Evenings

Dances : Bingo

Just about anything!

Maximum 60 people

For further details call
Doris Scutchings on
01296 681243

Cost £5 per hour +
metered electricity

£2.50 per hour + metered
electricity for Parish
residents
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Last month Vic Scott told of how he grew up and worked in
the village. This month he talks about becoming a freelance
naturalist and he treats us to some more reminiscences of
past village life.

Travelling had been an early ambition of Vie Scott’s. “You
know we had the Czechs in the village during the war and I
became quite friendly with President Benes. The following
year I went over and | went to the Palace and 1 was invited in
and had dinner with the President and Madam Benes. That
was one of the highlights of my early life. After that | never
looked back and I’ve been abroad every year since.”

Leading groups of people on naturalist tours became an
important part of Vic’s freelance work. “I did that up until
quite recently. We retired from professional work like that
when 1 had a slight stroke three years ago.”

As well as leading natural history tours, Vic teaches and
lectures to this day, and he met Christine through work. “We
actually met on a Natural History WEA course at Uxbridge.
Christine was one of my students.” Christine explains further,
“He didn’t turn up on the first meeting. | wasn’t going back
but the person organising it said ‘Give him another try>”. Vic
admits, “I got the dates mixed up!”

“I do a lot of work for the WEA -
that’s the Workers’ Education Associa-

THE VILLAGE INTERVIEW

“Its tragic at the moment the state that farming is in. | have
been associated with the land all my life and to realise that a
lot of farmers today are not taking home at the end of the year
as much money as a farm worker would have earned a few
years ago... it’s terrible... it really is.

“The other thing that has changed since my schooldays, it
was almost a self-supporting community. There were so many
people who lived in the village who were tradesmen in their
own right. We had the village blacksmith who didn’t just shoe
the horses, he could make the metal rim for a cartwheel, re-
pair an engine, weld, do electrical work - he really was a jack-
of-all-trades. We had a village Baker, Tom Humphreys at the
Bull and Butcher. On a Friday he would bake a lot of cakes
and he would puli these cakes out of the oven, the old chick-
ens will be running around in the bakehouse picking up the
crumbs. Nothing about all this nonsense of hygiene and all of
that. Pigs out in the yard.”

Christine asks, “Wasn’t there somebody who took teeth
out?” Vic remembers, “Oh that was in Wingrave. That was a
chap who actually qualified as a dentist and was then turned
out of the dental profession and he then set up as an unli-
censed bookmaker. People would drop in to make bets and at

the same time people would say ‘I’ve got

“What | dread is a motor- a dreadful toothache’ and he would ei-

ther fill it or take it out, quite illegally.

tion - and also do some for local authori- WaY c“tting thr Ollgll the He used to charge £2 for a filling and £1

ties. All based on aspects of natural his-
tory or travel. I'm on the official panel of
speakers for the National Trust, Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds and the Royal Horticul-
tural Society. We use colour slides.”

Vic had bought a camera soon after he left school. “I
started nature photography when | was about 16 or 17. I saved
up and bought my first really good 35 mm camera and my
first bird photograph that I ever took on that is still one of my
best ever wildlife shots that T still use regularly in lectures.
That was a picture of a little owl standing on brickwork in an
old building. 1 got into my hide with my camera focused on
his bit of brickwork at 8 o’clock on a June evening. 1 was still
in that hide at 2 o’clock in the morning when the Church
clock struck two and at that very moment the owl settied on
the brickwork and I fired the flash. You can use a mediocre
camera, but to get the pictures you’ve really got to have the
patience.”

Despite his busy lecturing schedule, Vic spends much of
his time in his beloved garden. “We are nearly self-supporting
in fruit and vegetables through the year. I love growing things
like any sort of fruit. We grow apricots, nectarines, peaches,
grapes, all the currants, apples, pears, but I love experiment-
ing with things like sweetcorn, sweet peppers - all those sort
of rather unusual newer type of vegetables.”

Vic has seen enormous changes take place in the village
over the course of his life. “I don’t want to see much more. |
think the village shouldn’t really get any bigger. What I dread
is one-day the possibility of a motorway or dual-carriageway
cutting through the lower part of the Parish - and then it’s not
so much the motorway and traffic but all of the ancillary
developments that follow on.

lower part of the Parish”

for an extraction, in his sitting room in
Wingrave.

“We had a viilage barber. He was actually an under gar-
dener at the Abbey for Mortons and he used to cut hair in his
village shed down in the council houses. He used to charge
sixpence in old money to cut your hair. There used to be three
or four men in there waiting their turn and all the village gos-
sip and all the local news was all talked over in that little gar-
den shed. Before he moved down there he had a workshop in
Moat Lane and that was the barber’s shop.

“In my young days it was essentially an agricultural com-
munity. Nearly everybody either worked directly or was asso-
ciated with a farm in the village. Now... there are only one or
two working farms in the village, but most of the other farm-
land now is kept for what I call hobby farming. Most working
people in the village now commute.

“There was a time of course when I knew the name of eve-
rybody in the village. Well now, I wouldn’t think I know a
quarter of the people. I hope it won’t change much more. |
think for a small village it’s still a fairly close knit community
and one thing I’'m very, very pleased about is that most of the
relative newcomers mix in with other people and join in
things to the benefit of the village. It’s lovely to see people
around at the Nashs Farm development joining in things in
the village and becoming very friendly. That is very nice.

“My great-grandfather came into this house when it was
built in 1854 and we’ve been here ever since. A survey was
done right back in the early years of the century of the popu-
lation of the village and what people did - and the report said
of us, ‘A very respectable family’!”

Vic Scott was interviewed by Phil Spooner
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S.M. ARMAN.

BUILDING & LANDSCAPING

* HOME EXTENSIONS
* RENOVATIONS & ALTERATIONS
* BUILDING MAINTENANCE

* ALL TYPES OF LANDSCAPING

To discuss your requirements
and for a FREE
no obligation quotation
please telephone:

0374 831122 (mobile)
01296 688335 (home)
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GUY FAWKES

We all doubted whether there would be a bonfire this year
since it seemed to have rained continuously for the past
month. A cruel twist of fate decreed that the daa/ before the
bonfire party was due to take place (Sun. the 5™ Nov.) was
just about perfect — no rain or wind. Indeed, an attempt was
made to hold the event on the Sat. night but the insurance
cover could not be arranged in time.

I think it rained just about all day on Sunday but Lol and
the ‘lads’ were determined not to be deterred and worked
hard, in difficult conditions to ‘prime the fire’ and set up the
fireworks display with safety in mind as well as the need to
keep every thing dry. Getting the fire to burn with anything
like enthusiasm was not easy but Dave Lewis, armed with the
huge ex-army flame thrower that Alison regularly uses to
‘crisp up’ her créme brulee soon had it burning fiercely
enough to provide a modicum of comfort to those stood
around to watch.

It seemed a miracle that any firework could be lit in such a
downpour; or indeed that there were so many ‘kids of all
ages’ prepared to stand out in such conditions to see them.
However, light them they did and we thoroughly enjoyed the
show. Of course ‘like banging your head against the wall’ it
was very nice to be able to stop and in our case go home to a
change of clothes, a warm fire and hot soup.

Very many thanks to Lol for organising it yet again, to all
those fine fellows who helped to run it and those ;
who contributed to the cost of the fireworks, espe- g2
cially our Parish Council. '

The Editor and Team of the
Aston Abbotts Chronicle
would like to wish a very

Merry Christmas and a
Happy, Prosperous and
Healthy New Year to all of
our Readers

TRICK OR TREAT

Written on 1% November, while events were still fresh in my
mind.

Treat

What a joy to be once again visited by the ghost and ghouls of
Aston Abbotts. The children and small tots (or their parents)
excelled themselves again this year with their make up and
costumes, and all in the spirit of the evening.

To open ones door and find a small girl who hasn’t yet
learnt how to say “trick or treat” being prompted by Mum is
so sweet. We always make sure we have a good supply of
chocolate bars ready for the event. It is a real treat, so please -
keep it up Kids and Parents.

Trick

After the welcome treat, comes the not so welcome TRICK.

When all the young ones were safely back indoors, the
second wave of “trick or treaters” arrived. They were a group
of village teenagers both boys and girls. No knocking on
doors, no make-up, no costumes, just running and shouting
around the street, flour and eggs being thrown everywhere
(please note this was not in front of their own homes). When
they had finished the area was littered with MacDougals flour
bags, supermarket carrier bags, flour, broken eggs and empty
egg cartons (incidentally the egg cartons were marked Bitter-
swell Farm Lutterworth), which I had to clear up. We had
eggshell and yolk on our front wall, flowerbeds and window-
sills. Please leave it out Kids have some respect for other
villagers and their property.

We will always welcome the TREATERS but not the
TRICKSTERS.

JOHN (Victor Meldrew) BRANCKER... "'l don't believe it”

VILLAGE SKIPS DUMPED

The fleeting and largely unnoticed appearance of the village
skip in November may have been its last visit to Aston
Abbotts.

AVDC have voted to end the scheme, believing it to be
abused by the dumping of non-household material. Also,
concern had been voiced over the hazard posed by
overflowing skips filled with potentially dangerous waste.

As areplacement we are to get visits from a “roving refuse
freighter”, which will collect bulky household items. This will
visit the village with the same frequency as the skip, but it
will remain for just haif a day and the driver will vet the
materials being dumped.

Let us hope they are sensible enough to send the freighter
at weekends and evenings, and not during weekdays when
most villagers are at work.

When we hear that the freighter is coming we will let you
know.

Phil Spooner
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—THE
OLD MASTERS

RESTAURANT

Spanish, English and Continental Cuisine

Cublington Road Aston Abbotts Buckinghamshire HP22 4NB
Telephone: Aylesbury (01296) 681432

Festive Merw 2000
o e

SLeek and Watercress Soup.
or
é:yf/%/%ftaw

MWWMWMWW(MW @ sweet pebber sauce

or
Melor and Fresh Froiv Patter
A 5
Home Made Jorbet
A »fx
6%9'@&0)41[0/ wfqébedmr/ bacorw and Fresh @/‘WJ@W

or

or
Begf Bourguignor

with a hint of nutmeg served with a spigy tomato sauce
A "h
%JmngJWWWMW%W

A e
Dessertr of the Doy

A e
Copffee and Mince Bes
A #H

£97.60 inc. ot

A E70 norn refundable deposit per-pecsory is requiired at the time of booking.

Fully Licensed (a G’F ‘v-)' :
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ACROSS:; _ 1. Local Village (4)
5. Bedfordshire town (8)
10. Fool (5)

12. Letter; -~ helt (3)

13. State of mind (4)

14. SOAR (anag 4)

16. Mends (5)

17. Heavily decorated (6)
19. To tum to bone (6)

21. Covers (4)

23. Strange (3)

24. Preposition (2)

25, Confess (5)

26. Country landowner (6)
28. Utilize (3)

29. Goodbye (5)

32. Not tall (3)

33. Recount (7)

35. NO SUN (anag 5)

37. Sententious (6)

Ho

43

=

38. Oxfordshire river (4)

30. French no (3)

40. Depart (2)

42. Compass point (abb. 3)
43. Fish (4)

46. Suits; sudden seizures (4)
47. Seat; impose a burden (7)
DOWN;1. Zephyr (4)

2. Identity (abb. 2)

3. Hunter (6)

4. Harry Secombe was one of them
6. Tusk (5)

7. Wild Cherry (4)

8. A forerunner (6)

9. Nothing (3)

11. Throw (4)

15. A spur (8)

17. Clerical work room (6)
18. American Inventor (6)
20. Promise to pay (3)

22. Casseroles (5)

23. Fruit (6)

25. Long periods of time (5)
26. Given from the pulpit (7)
27. Attractively unusual (6)
30. Boy's name (3)

31. Press (4)

34. Chem symbol technetum (2)
36. Lubricated (5)

38. IS ON (anag 5)

41. Everything (3)

44, Short editor (2)

45. Compass point (2)
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ACROSS: 1&9D Miiton Key-
nes. 6 Block. 10 Idiom. 11
Squat. 13 Nagger. 15 Urdu, 16
Hegemony. 17 Attar. 18 Use.
20 Rush, 21 Unearths. 22
Edna. 25 To. 26 Store. 28 Re-
spect. 31 Art. 32 Air. 33 Park.
34 Paton. 36 Orate. 39 Lea. 40
Wired. 41 Dirt. 42 Isle. 43
Asset. 44 Estate.

DOWN: 1 Mind. 2 Ida. 3
Lights. 4 Together. S Omega. 6
Burn. 7 Lady. 8 OTU. 12
Quote. 14 Rerun. 17 Australia,
18 Uttered. 19 Shock. 22 Nar-
rows. 24 Dean 26 Sap. 27
Otters. 29 Spares. 30 Pate. 35
Oats. 37 Rile. 38 Date. 42 It.



Andy and Helen Welcome You to

WINGRAVE POST OFFICE STORES

NEWSAGENT ¢ GENERAL STORE e OFF LICENCE
PHOTOCOPYING e VIDEO CLUB

DRY CLEANING AGENT
OPENING HOURS
SHOP POST OFFICE
Monday - Saturday 6am - 7pm Monday - Friday 9am - 5:30pm
Sunday 6am - 1pm Saturday 9am - 12:30pm
Tel: 681696 Tel: 681011

DAILY VILLAGE NEWSPAPER DELIVERIES IN WINGRAVE & ASTON ABBOTTS
MAGAZINES ORDERED & SAVED
CONFECTIONARY e ICE-CREAM ¢ GREETINGS CARDS ¢ WRAPPING PAPER
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES
FRESH BREAD & MILK DAILY

TWO HOLIDAY COTTAGES FOR RENT

SOUTHERN DORDOGNE - FRANCE

The cottages are part of a 150 year old converted barn in an acre of orchard. Both
contain original features such as hand made floor tiles and beams while also offering
modern facilities. Each has two spacious bedrooms, bathroom, fully fitted living
room /kitchen and sleep up to 6 comfortably.

Both cottages have a private garden with patio furniture, barbecue and full use of
the 35ft swimming pool. Badminton, table tennis and boules are available.

The cottages are in the southern Dordogne, near the mediaeval town of Eymet, 12
miles from the historic city of Bergerac and just over an hour from Bordeaux.

The surrounding area contains a wealth of interest including vineyards (and
" tasting!), chateaux and facilities for all sports amid a countrysidc that contains both
dramatic and gentle scenery.

Weekly rental charges (note these are per cottage not per person)

. Week commencing
Nov/April ~ May June 4 July-26th August Sept  Oct

£150 £280 £330 £520 £330 £200

PHONE
LIZ BARLOW
01296 682605

PHONE
LIZ BARLOW
01296 682605

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT JOHN & PENNY HAYES
Tel. No. 0033 553242930 E-mail address leverger@easynet.fr
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RECTOR’S REPORT

We are fast approaching that season of the year when we dust
of the Christmas Decorations again. Indeed, some of the
shops seem to have been decorated for weeks already!

To an extent Christmas Decorations follow a pattern. There
was a time when we used to make paper chains with gummed
paper to festoon our rooms — the trouble was that the glue
would always give way at just the wrong moment. Then came
the crepe paper decorations — and those very clever bells and
balls made from tissue paper that could be folded flat.

The lights on the Christmas Tree evolved from having rather
large screw-in bulbs to much neater bulbs that can now not
only flash but twinkle, and even provide a background of
Christmas ‘musak’.

But it is the decorations that we hang on the tree which are
perhaps the most interesting. Some are made of wood, other
plastic or glass. There are some that are earthenware/china,
whilst others are made from paper. There may even be some
that are made of metal — although I suspect that these would
now come with a health warning about being dangerous — es-
pecially in the immediate vicinity of the lights.

The material from which they are made is not that important —
nor is their value derived from the number of years that we
have owned them. Their value comes to a very large extent
from the things they symbolise. For many of them have a
Christian meaning,.

There has always been an argument about whether the Christ-
mas Tree should have an angel or a star at the top. The angel
reminds us of Gabriel who brought the good tidings to Mary,
whilst the star reminds us of that star which led the Wise Men
to the Stable in Bethlehem. Other angels and stars can remind
us of the shepherds watching their flocks by night who saw a
great company of the heavenly host. The round balls remind
us of the wholeness of God’s creation, whilst the apples speak
of the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. The
bells remind us of the proclamation of the good News. Even
the figure of Father Christmas is a reminder of St. Nicholas, a
Bishop of the early Church, who, as well as proclaiming the
Gospel, brought gifts for needy children. I do not think that
our collection of decorations includes a dove. But the dove
reminds us of God the Holy Spirit who descended on Jesus at
his Baptism and on his disciples on the Day of Pentecost, and
through them has come to us.

As you put up your Christmas Decorations | hope that you
will reflect on their significance, on the story of which they
remind us, and may be drawn to wonder at the greatness of
God’s love for us which that story reveals.

Bob Willmort

15T WINGRAVE SCOUT GROUP

Our new hut is progressing well and we hope to be in by
Christmas.!!!

BEAVERS

We have been busy making a number of crafts to be sold at
the Christmas Bazaar. The Beavers have really enjoyed
themselves, whilst at the same time helping to raise money
for the hut.

CUBS

November was a month filled with crafts. The Cubs have
also been busy making crafts to sell at the bazaar. They also
had the chance to take part in the District Handicraft Day at
Wing, all those boys who went along had a wonderful day
(and gained part of an award ).

Highlight of the month was the 14" when we were treated to
a wonderful evening with an Indian lady. She talked to the
Cubs about her Hindu way of life. She brought greeting cards
from many of their special occasions, which the boys found
fascinating and provoked many questions. She also brought
along examples of shrines and illustrations of many of their
Gods. Finally the boys had the chance to taste some authentic
food......... Delicious! This was part of their Countries and
Cultures badge work and was a real hit with the boys ( and
Leaders!!).

Finally we would like to welcome our latest addition to the
pack. Kaa had her baby on 8" November and brought Judith
along to meet the Pack on 14th (at 5 days old!).

SCOUTS

The Scouts have been enjoying their temporary home at the
Maclntyre, where they have enjoyed a variety of wide games
in the beautiful grounds.

Julia Ellis

?&*&M&M&&&:

Saturday 2" December 1-4pm

Community Centre &

15" Wingrave Scout Group
Christmas Bazaar
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®  Airports
®  Hospitals

®  Collections

®  Evenings Out

NO JOB TOO SMALL

NO JOB TOO LARGE

Wing Cars =~

Private Hire:
Cars or
Minibus

Tel: (01296) 688739 or 681013

Ask for details of our shopping trips.

ity
(o

¢

A Peaceful Country retreat
for your Cat in Spacious
Heated Farm Accommodation

Individual and family units,
in a converted barn

A4

Each unit incorporates a
7 separate heated sleeping
area and very spacious run

All diets catered for -
U 24 hour supervision

Secure and peaceful -
A% Inspections welcomed

Mrs Gillian Alexander -
01296 681104
South Tinkers Hole Farm,
Cublington Rd, Wing

STEWKLEY PINE

COME TO
STEWKLEY PINE

For An Extensive
Range of Top Quality
Pine at LOW Cash &
Carry Prices !

* Open Monday to Saturday
from 9.30 to 5.00

* & Sunday & Bank Holidays
from 10.00 to 4.00

Stewkley Pine, Acom Farm,
Cublington Road, Wing

Tel / fax : 01296 681853
Credit Cards Accepted

FEELING STRESSED?

> Do you suffer from symptoms of

55

stress such as headaches,
sleeplessness, indigestion,
tiredness, irritability, muscle
tension or stomach churning?

Do you ever have panic attacks?
Do you suffer from low self esteem

or feel that you can't cope with
life's difficulties?

STRESS MANAGEMENT TRAINING
SHOWS YOU HOW TO DEAL WITH
STRESS NOW AND IN THE FUTURE

For more information telephone:

JILL WENBLE RGN,RM,RHV
Dip. Stress Management Tr.
STRESS MANAGEMENT TRAINER

01296 681877
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3rd Dec

10th

17th

24th

25th

3ist

7th Jan

2001

ST JAMES CHURCH—ASTON ABB

CHURCH SERVICES

10.00 Cublington Family Service
(Christingle)

10.00 Wingrave Parish Communion

11.15 Aston Abbotts Morning Service

18.00 Wingrave Advent Carols with
Singers

08.45 Cublington Parish Communion

10.00 Wingrave Parish-Communion

11.15 Aston Abbotts  Parish Communion

10.00 Wingrave Parish Communion

15.00 Cublington United Carols & Readings

18.00 Wingrave Christingle

10.00 Aston Abbotts Three Parish Communion

18.00 Wingrave Blessing the Crib

23.00 Wingrave Midnight Eucharist

08.45 Cublington Christmas Communion

10.00 Wingrave Christmas United Service
at Methodist Church

10.00 Aston Abbotts Christmas Service &
Communion

10.00 Wingrave Three Parish Communion
& Brunch

10.00 Wingrave Parish Communion

10.00 Cublington Family Service

11.15 Aston Abbotts  Family Service

THANK YOU

A big thank you to all the lads who have kept our church-
yard so neat and tidy — and to the lasses who have supplied
them with liquid refreshments!

Also many thanks to all who turned up for the autumn leaf
clear up; clearing gutters and drains and generally tidying
up. It is much appreciated and eams us a lot of marks from
the Best Kept Village competition — and from visitors.
Thanks to you all.

Colin Higgs

sl

SUNDAY READINGS
3rd Dec Advent 1 Thess. 3.9-13; Luke 21.25-36
10th Advent 2 Phil. 1.3-11; Luke 3.1-6
17th Advent 3 Phil. 4.4-7; Luke 3.7-18
24th Advent 4 Heb.10.5-10; Luke 1.39-45
25th Christmas Heb. 1.1-4; John 1.1-14
31st Christmas 1 Col.3.12-17; Luke 2.41-52

7th Jan Baptism of Christ  Acts 8.14-17;

Luke 3.15-17,21-22.

FROM THE REGISTERS

Rachel Sutton at
Aston Abbotts

Baptism 24th Oct

ST JAMES CHURCH

ASTON ABBOTTS
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Rev Bob Willmott 681623

Gordon Kemp 681763
Shirley Ford 681865
Ann Goodman 681763
Andrew Ford 681865
CHURCH SIDESMEN
3" Dec Mr Hartnett
10" Dec Mr Kemp
17" Dec Mr Higgs
25" Dec Mrs Ford
Mr Kemp
7% Jan 2001 Mr A Ford
CHURCH FLOWERS
3" Dec No flowers (Advent)
10" Dec No flowers (Advent)
17" and 25" Dec Christmas Decoration. All as detailed
31* Dec No Service

7" Jan 2001 Donated
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At Last, a local estate agent with
massive coverage of prospective
purchasers wishing to buy your home

B Four offices covering Bucks, Beds, & Herts including Stewkley and
Leighton Buzzard.

B All offices use computer and digital camera technology to ensure you
get the best from your agent.

B All details are produced in full colour with external and internal shots
wherever appropriate.

B Feature your property on the World Wide Web at
http://www.mcconville-bowden.co.uk

B We are open seven days a week and offer advertising through various
newspapers in up to 350,000 households per week.

B We are committed to getting the best price for your home and to
offer homes to buyers from far and wide.

So contact your local agent for a free valuation,

or better still INSTRUCT US TODAY !

44 High Street North, Stewkley, Bucks.

Tel: 01525 240055
Offices in Herts, Beds, and Bucks
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WHAT'S ON IN

Saturday 2" Christmas shopping trip to Bristol

DECEMBER

Departs Bull & Butcher 8.20 am. Fare £8.50

1st Wingrave Scout Group Christmas Bazaar

Community Centre, Wingrave

Tuesday 5"

Aylesbury Vale Transport meeting
— any bus and train queries to Colin please

Thursday 7™ Coffee Morning at 7 Bricstock.

Bingo in the Church Room

Sunday 10"
— walk to The Boot Soulbury for lunch

Tuesday 12 Floral Class. Church Room.
Wednesday 13"

Thursday 14* Whist Drive. Church Room.

Sunday 17"

Carol Service at St James Church.
Tuesday 19"

Christmas Day 25" Family Service/Communion with carols.

Boxing Day 26" Village footpath walk. The Green.

Sunday 31st Rambling club members meet

at Moorlands Road Wing

Thursday 4" Jan

Rambling club members meet at Lomond Drive.

Parish council meeting in the Church Room.

1-4 pm

Mobile Library The Green, Wingrave road, Oxley Farm

10 am - 12.30
7.30 pm

Departs 11.30

7 pm.
8 pm
7.30 pm

3 pm

Mobile Library The Green, Wingrave road, Oxley Farm

10 am
2 pm

2 pm

Bingo in aid of Whitby Lifeboat. Church Room.

ALLOTMENT RENTS
These are due by the end of January. Please pay Colin.

BUS SURVEYS

Bus Surveys will be carried out in December. Make sure you
use the bus: 11.08 to Leighton Buzzard returning at 1.40 &
2.01 to Aylesbury returning at 4pm. We are lucky to have a

WANTED for the month of December -
casual waiting staff.
Aged 17+, own transport an advantage.
Please ring The Old Masters on
01296 681432 for further details.

regular bus service to the village but we need more support.

FRIENDS OF WHITCHURCH

SURGERY

There will be a Christmas fayre on December 9™ at
Quenington House, 7 High Street, Whitchurch by kind
permission of David and Pip Ryder-Richardson. The fayre is
from 10.00 am to 12 noon and includes a Bring and Buy Stall,
a Cake Stall and also a Christmas raffle will be drawn.

BABYSITTING

Hayley and Sarah - Reliable Babysitters b
Please phone Hayley on 688597
or Sarah on 681740
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FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS
OF CHURCH FARM, ASTON ABBOTTS

T.V. VIDEO AND
SATELLITE
SERVICING AND
GENERAL REPAIR

RENTALS, NEW
AND USED SALES

NO CALL OUT
FEE WITHIN
ASTON

ABBOTTS

MOST MAKES
REPAIRED

THE SAME
DAY

PHONE DAVE LEWIS
ON 01296 682126

FRIENDLY
SERVICE

The Aston Abbotts
Music Maestro
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